
SITE SURVEY S I , . Y  SHEET 
FOR 


DERP-FUDS SITE NO. J09CA0064 
BIG LAGOON BOMBING TARGET 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

SITE NAME(Sk The property is currently part of the Dry Lagoon State Park, adjacent to the Big 
Lagoon County Park. The site was prewously known as the Big Lagoon Bomblug Target and Target No. 
12. 

LOCATION: The Big Lagoon Bombmg Target property conslsts of 153 acres located in Humboldt 
County, Califomu, approximately 30 d e s  northofEureka and 325 milesnorthwest of Sacramento (Figure 
1). The target areais situated at Latitude 41 " 11'andLongtude 124" 07' andis vlsible from Highway 
10 1. The target area is located on a 3 mile long sand spit whlch separates the lagoon and the ocean. A 
parlung lot just south ofboth the lagoon and the spit lncludes a boat ramp whichprowdes access to the 
lagoon. The parkmg lot is part of the Big Lagoon County Park and the splt is part of the Dry Lagoon 
Beach State Park. The park and beaches are open to the pubhc twenty-four hours a day. There is a 
campground a d j o k g  the lagoon to the south and there are numerous small homes and cablns adjacent 
to the campground and parking lot. .. 
The lnland property bordering the lagoon is coveredwth long grasses, shrubs and trees. The spit consists 
of a long stretch ofwmd blown sand down the rmddle, rocks anddnftwoodon the ocean slde, and small 
plants on the lagoon side. 

SlTEHISTORY:According to a station history ofNAAS, Arcata submitted on October 16,1945, Fleet 
hAlarneda designated NAAS, Arcata (the Station) as a trammg Station for forward rocket finng. On 
Apn125,1944, five officers and eleven men reported aboard asFleet Air T m m g  Detachment 1eom 
Alameda. The rmsslon o f h s  detachment was the mstailatlon ofrocket targets for the trammg ofFleetAu 
Squadrons (Fleet) in forward rocket finng (SB0248). 

An undated list htled Gunnery Range and Target Areas Released srnce WW I1 by the Twelfth Naval 
D~stnctindicatesthatthe Big Lagoon Range consisted of 153.O3acresaqmedby leasehold condemnation 
on June 13,1944 (SB0797). A Naval Speedletter dated May 2 1,1945, requests that the Commandant 
advlse of actwitiesneeded forfiscal year 1946. Included inthe actwtm listed is areference to a lease with 
Hamet Barto et al, for 153acres for Big Lagoon the B-1 Target (CP0012). According to a September 
24,1945 memorandum, Big Lagoon Target No. 12, was includedwth the Humboldt Bay Bombing Target 
under Lease No. NOy(R)-3 813 9 which was for 494.54 acres (SBO108). 

The first Fleet target, located in Big Lagoon, was completed in June 1944, but the adverse weather 
preventedfuuubhalion ofthe hilities. From September 194-4 untdJune 1945,thercckettraimngprograan 
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' was acceleratedto a very hgh degreewiththe avexage sizecanier-based squadron co~npleting itstraimng 
m the cqurse of one week. As the rocket program became more andmoreparamount mnaval aviation, 
it wasnecessary to establish a second target at the Station to meet the increasrng number ofsquadrons 
amving for training. A second target was located on the south spit ofHumbo1dtBay and was moperatIon 
in December 1944 (SB0248). 

A drawing of the Big Lagoon Bombing Target lndicates that the target was located on the lagoon side of 
the sand spit (Figure 2). As shown on the drawmg, Range House No. 1 was located 4,000 feet south of 
the target on the ocean s ~ d e  of the spit, the Range Spotters Stahon was located 1,000 feet south of the 
target, the Deflecaon Spotters SWon was located inthe lagoontothe southeast of the target. Thedrawmg 
also indicates that cottages were located wthin approxmately 1 1,000 feet of the target (COE0473). 

An Apnll944, Property Acqms~hon Map mdcates that the target's proposed boundary extended b m  
the south end ofthe spit, up to the north end of the spit, and east over approxunately one-half of the lagoon 
(Figure3). The drawmg also lndicates that the Range Control Radio Shack consisted of a Dallas Hut unth 
a flat roof for the tower The Observers' Tower on the spit next to the target was SIX feet by SIX feet by 
eight feet. The target consisted of a 100 foot d u s  made of dnft logs pamted orange and wh~tecnth a 
radar screen m thecenter. There were five raft markers, placed every 1,000 feet, and posit~oned in a 
straght line across the lagoon &om the target toward Highway 10 1. Also m the lagoon, north of the raft 
markers, was a six foot by SIX foot Observers' Tower on a raft (SB0243). 

Due to the heavy fog m the area the Station underwent achange m its rmsslon and inJanuary 1945, the 
Stahon was approved for the &*on of an experimental Fog DqersalUmt. During the mtial penod 
of installat~on, the rocket Ir;ilIlmg program continued at a hgh speed, wth  weather condibons 
exceptionally favorable. However, around the first of June 1945, the achwties of the Landing Aids 
Detachment were centered m the irnmedate vlcin~ty of the runways, even to the extent of teanng up 
runways and tax stnps forthe laymg ofpipe lines. As aresult, ltwas feltthat the rocket tmnmg program 
could not be conhnued further under the exlstlng hazardous con&Qons (SB0248). 

On July 1,1945, the Fleet Au T m n g  Detachment cnthdrew fiom the Stahon altogether; stnppmg its 
targets andremovmg all "CAW', squadron,andFleet personnel and equpment (SB0248). AFebruaxy 
1946 letter &om the Commander Fleet Alameda states that Target No. 12, was no longer needed 
(SB0793). An undated list of GunneryRange and Target Area Released since WWII by the 12 Navel 
Dlstnct lndicates that the leasehold, a cqwdby condemnation on June 13,1944, was termmated on Apnl 
14,1946 (SB0797). 

SITEVISIT: On June 7,1999, Gene Barber and Cheryl Mahoney ofTechLaw vlsited the slte. The main 
objechves ofthe slte vist were to venfy the reported evidence ofDoD actxwtyin the area and to document 
the current status of the site. The former target areacanbe reached by talung the Big Lagoon Parkexit 
&om Highway 101. Thehighway passes near the westernedge of the lagoon, and the two are separated 
by a smallstr~pofland Thetwo laneroad to the sitepasses by an elementary school andnumerous small 
houses and cottages. Theparking lot: south of the lagoon,ispart ofBig Lagoon County Park and includes 
a boat ramp which provldesaccess to the lagoon. It is possible to walknorth onto the sp~ t  and south along 
the beach. Onthe day of the site kt,thebeachwas populatedby approximately ten people. The weather 
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was suxmy yet cold due to the strong winds. Thewindalongthe beachappearedto sweep acrossthe spit 
removing debris along the top. Therewere areasalongthe spit where it appearedthatthe oceantideshad 
broken over the sand and flowed into the lagoon, 

-

TechLaw searched both the ocean and lagoon sides ofthe sp~ t  from the parking lot to just beyond the 
estunatedlocation ofthe targetwthout 10-g any signsof ordnance, the foxmertarget, orthe obSaYation 
bmldings. Between the high tides, the strong undercurrent, and the wind, it seems poss~ble thatmuchof 
the ordnance would have been swept out to sea or buned inthe sand; however, these same elements wuld 
also cause any remahug ordnance to r edace .  

According to Natural Resources Speciahst and local histonan Don Tuttle, vlsitors to the area began 
removing urdnance shortly after WWIT. He ISunaware of any ordnance hamg been found w hthe past 
several years. Mr. Tuttle described the rockets found as being approxmately 12 to 14 lnches long and 4 
mches in dmneter wthout h s .  He also stated that a man conducted an unsuccessful one year search of 
the lagoon for a WWII plane that had reportedly crashed there. 

CURRENTUSE OF THE SITE: Dunng the 1920s and l93Os, cabins were budt at the south end of 
the lagoon and the area was a popular destmabon for weekend and summer travelers Many of the old 
cablns stdl exlst alongsidenewer houses, several ofwhich appear to be rnhabited year round. Access to 
the area IS gamed through the Big Lagoon CountyParkwhch owns the parking area south of the lagoon, 
whde the sand spit is part of the Dry Lagoon State Park The area rernams a popular destmabon for 
campmg, boating, fishmg, s w u m g ,  and beach combing. -
Property on the southeastern s~de ofthe lagoon IS part of the Blg Lagoon Ranchena W e  descendants 
of the Yurok andTolowa tnbes have lived m the Big Lagoon area smce the 1930s the tnbe only obtamed 
title to the me-acre Big Lagoon Ranchena under the Homeless IndiansAct m the late 1960s (NS0007). 
Thls part of Big Lagoon was not Included m the target area 

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: OE 

PROJECTDESCRIPTION: There is one potential project at this site. 

a OE. Trainingin forward rocket firingwas conducted at this slte andprachce bombs have 
been found in the former target area smce WWII. The target area should be screened for potential 
ordnance. 

AVAILABLE STUDIES AND REPORTS: Historical documents obtained from the Paclfic Sierra 
National Archives in San Bruno. A list of these documents is attached. 

POC: Mr. William Mullery ,U.S.h y  Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District, (9 16) 555-6944. 
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PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET 
FOR 

DEW-FUDS OE PROSECT NO.J09CA006401 
BIG LAGOON BOMBING TARGET 

HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

PROJECTDESCRIPTION:TheBig LagoonBombing Targetwas used for tramrag m forwardrocket 
finng The target location andproposed boundary are shown on a Navy map of the target area The 
property is now part of Dry Lagoon Beach State Park and is open to the public 

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY:The site was used by DoD as atarget for forward rocket f m g  pradzce 
dunng World War11 A sitemap indicates that the target areawas constructed and used by the Navy 
The site was Ieased by DoD until 1946 when the property was no longer needed. 

POLICY CONSIDEWTIONS: The target area was used by DoD 

PROPOSED PROJECT: It 1s recommendedthat signs bepostedln the areaand thattheproperofficials 
be nohfied of potentd hazards This slte should be M e r  evaluated for unexploded ordnance and should 
be referred to CEHND for recomrnenda~ons on further -on. 

-RAC FORM: Attached 

POC: Mr Bill Muilery, U S Army Corps of Engmeers, Sacramento Dzstnct, (916) 557-6944 
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DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM 
a FORMERLY USED DEFENSE SITES 

FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

BIG LAGOON BOMBING TARGET 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

DEW-FUDS SITE NO. J09CA0064 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The DoD acqulred a leasehold interest in the property at Big Lagoon through condemnatxon 
proceedings on June 13,1944. The property consisted of approximately 153 acres m Humboldt County, 
Califoxma - -

2. In 1944,FleetAu AlamedadeslgnatedNAAS,Arcataasatrammg stabon for forward rocket fixing 
and inApnl1944, aameda sentFIeet Air T m g  Detachment 1 (Fleet) to installrocket targets and set 
up a trainmg program. The fksttarget, located inBig Lagoon, was completedinJune 1 944, but the advexse 
weather prevented fill ublization of the facilihes. From September 1944 unhl June 1945, the rocket 
traming program was accelerated to a very high degree wth the average size carner-based squadron 
completmg its trauvng in the course of one week. Due to the heavy fog m the area the NAAS, Arcata 
underwent a change in1tsrmssion and the &&on was approved for the mtallatlon of an expenmental Fog 
Dispersal Umt Dunng the iniaal period of thls installation, the rocket trammgprogram contmued at ahigh 
speed, with weather condibons excephonally favorable. However, around the first of June 1945, the 
actlties ofthe LandmgAids Detachmentwerecenteredinthe mediatevicmty ofthe runways, even to 
the extent ofteanng up runways and taxi stnps for the laymg ofpipe Imes. As a result, lt was felt that the 
rocket tramng program could not be contmued further under the existmg hazardous condtions. 

3. On July 1,1945, the Fleet wthdrew fbrnthe -on altogether; stnppmg 1t.stargets and removmg 
all"CASU", squadron,andFleet personnel and equipment.The condemnabon leasehold was terrmnated 
on April 14, 1946. 

DETERMINATION 

Based on the foregoing hdings of fact, the site has been d e t e m e d  to be formerly used by DoD. It IS 

therefore eligble for the Defense Enwonmental Restorabon Program - Formerly Used Defense Sites 
established under 10 USC 2701 et seq. 




