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INTRODUCTION

Baslc Training Center No. 8 orientated, classifieqd,
and basically trained recent Air Corps inductees. The prog:'
was designed to establish a high morale founded on the
individual soldier's understanding of his duties. The methc
was military training in basic subjects rigldly applied to
furnpish a bgckground of readiness and ability to do the job
upder all conditions. This tralning was supplemented by
constant interviews and testing to screen and prepare the
basic solaiers for their next phase of technical training.

The solution of four major problems measured the
Post's progress concurrently with the accomplishment of 1its
mission:

1. Basic Training Center No. 8 took over the old
Fresno County Fairgrounds, then being used as an alien
Japanese relocation center. It was without sufficient mess
facilities and lacked certain necessary plumbing; many
buildings were ip poor repair; heating units were unavailabl:
for barracks; the communications system was inadequate.

2. Essential training facilitlies were provided
throughout. The Post had to acquire most of the necessary

training aids after actual training had begun. Classificatic




materiel underwent considerable improvisation before it was
secured in necessary quantity. The Campbell Mountain Rifle
Range was located and constructed. Drill and maneuver areacs
were acquired and leveled. Various structures were re-adapt
for necessary purposes.

5. A station hospital was organized and eveptually
provided with X-Ray, dlagnostic and emergency surgery facili
ties, apd a well-equipped dental clinic. Medical materiel
was almost non-axistent on the date of actlivation.

4. Means were provided for promotion of needed
spiritual, morale, anpd entertalnment alds. Proper chapels
were erected. Indoor asuditoriums were constructed. Physics
training and athletic materiel was purchased and installed.
Athletlics areas were provided, Eonstantly enlarged to meet
increased demands, and contipually relocated to allow for
the progress of new constfuction. Post Exchanges were found
ed and organized on & scale necessary to meet the personal
neads of all troops.

The hiétory of the solution of these problems during
the successful fulfillment of the Post's mission follows in

chronological detail.
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WEEKLY PERSONNEL STRENGTH OF AAFTTC, BTC #8

November 1942 thru pugust 1943

RECRUITS AND AC

DATE UNASSIGNED PERMANENT PARTY
8 Nov 1942 750 250
15 Nov 1942 1500 1200
22 Nov 1942 3600 1250
29 Nov 1942 5200 1450
6 Dec 1942 4725 1525
13 pec 1942 3500 1600
20 pec 1942 3000 1650
27 Dec 1942 2400 1775
3 Jan 1943 2200 1750
10 Jan 1943 2400 1775
17 Jan 1943 2700 1825
24 Tan 1943 3050 1875
31 Jan 1943 3450 1875
7 Feb 1943 4500 1875
14 Feb 1943 5900 1900
21 Feb 1943 6050 1900
28 Feb 1943 5950 1900
7 Mar 1943 6050 1900
14 Mar 1943 6750 1875
21 Mar 1943 ' 6700 1850
28 Mar 1943 5075 1850
4 Apr 1943 , 4475 1850
11 aApr 1943 5050 1850
18 Apr 1943 7500 1850
25 Apr 1943 7950 1875
2 May 1943 7650 1900
9 May 1943 7800 1875
16 May 1943 7900 1900
23 May 1943 8800 1850

30 May 1943 7800 1750



DATE

RECRUITS AND AC .

UNASS IGNED PERMANENT PARTY
6 Jun 1943 8050 1775
13 Jun 1943 6700 1650
20 Jun 1943 5200 1600
27 Jun 1943 3800 1600
4 Jul 1943 3250 1850
11 Jul 1943 3400 1900
18 Jul 1943 3050 1975
25 Jul 1943 2750 1800
1 Aug 1943 2200 1750
8 Aug 1943 1600 1700
15 Aug 1943 900 1300
22 Aug 1943 650 1175
29 Aug 1943 - 1150



(/_,.{l 1w . . HEADQUARTERS 7
" AAF BASIC TRATNING CENTER 48 . v
COUNTY" FAIRGROUNDS
Fresno, California

GENERAL ORDER October 29, 1942

)
RUMBER 1)

le Pursuant G.0. %28, Headquarters Fourth District, AKAFTTC,
Denver, Colorado, October 29, 1942, The Army Air Forces Basic Training
Center 7#8, Fresno California, is activated.

2« Under the prévisdidns of nar. 4, AR 600-20 the under-
signed assumes command effective this date.
- j
;
PV is

A
Ao s

e 1re RS
<njé lonel, Air Cofps,
Cermanding .

- nv General, Washingtoco, DWC.

- noral, AaFTIC, Ynollviood Field, iH.C.

- C iwral, 4th District 7~FITC, Denver, Colorado.
- Cou Feneral, aad, Uasklineoon, DlC.

~ Corpmangding Soenmooeal, 300, “iasiinston, [.C.
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~had been to give basic training. Their arrival meant the
Post would also be a Reception Center for pre-flight cad-
ets. These cadets were to be accorded parallel treatment

with recruits at the Poste.

March 5, 1945:

Construction of a temporary rifle range on Cobb's

property was begun and practically completed on this date.

March 6, 1949

All construction on the rifle range was completed

except the observation tower.

March 7, 1943

Ma jor General John F. Curry, Commanding CGeneral of
the 4th District, AAFTTC, Denver, Colorado, arrived at 1250

for a two-cay tour of inspection.

March 8, 1943:

The growing importance of BTC #8 as a factor of
the Army Air Forceé Technical Training Command was re-
flected by recognition accorded it by high ranking officers.
Completing a thorough two-day inspection of the Post, in-
cluding the proposed Campbell Mountaln Kifle Range, Maj.

4]~




June 4, 1943:

Prelimipary work on & rifle range at Campbell

Mountain, 25 miles northeast of Fresno, started today.

June 6, 1943:

A 55 foot by 7 foot mural, depicting the men who
"Kesp 'Em Flying", in school and on the battlefield, was
completed today. Located in the classification building,

this mural was painted by Pfe. Arthur F. Ames.

June 11, 1943:

General John F. Curry and staff arrived at 1600.

A garrison parade was held.

June 12, 1943

General Curry left at 1450 after inspecting the

Campbell Mountain Rifle kange.

June 15, 1943:

Col. Brown, Area Executive Officer under Brigadier
Genersal Clinton W. Howard, Sacramento Air Service Command,
arrived on a preliminary inspection of the Post in view of

the contemplated transfer to the Air Service Command.
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June 17, 1943:

A lisison officer, Lt. Marvin J. Nyby, arrived at

the Fresno Basic Training Center #8 from the Reno Army Air

Base to lay the groundwork for an advance movement of Signal

units to be transferred from Reno, Nevada to Fresno.

June 18, 1943:

Lt. Leonard Brickey and seven enlisted men arrived
to complete arrangements for the transfer of Chemical War-

fare Service Groups from the Reno Army Alr Base.

June 20, 1943:

The 56-day basic training program for trainees

became effective.

June 21, 19453

Two officers, Captain Kue S. Link and <nd Lt.
William J. Curry, were sent to Seattle Schools Area to
prepare and inaugurate a baslic training program at that

statione.

June 22, 1943;

A contingent of Signal men and supplies from the

Reno Army Air Base arrived by motor convoye.

-54-
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June 25, 1943:

During the retreat parade, Col. Wilders awarded
an excellence banner to the 805th Training Group for its

outstanding achievements.

June 26, 1943;:

Because of increased demand for firing training,
arrapgements for an additional preliminary marksmanship

course at the range were made.

June 28, 1943:

A large number of officers ana enlisted personnel
of the signal units, whose equipment and supplies had been

shipped here on June <2, 1944, arrivea by troop train.

June 29, 1940:

Troops began firing on the newly completed 1000
inch rifle range at Campbell Mountasin. Construction of
other rsanges and several more bulldings at Campbell Mt.

continued.

July 1, 1943;

Twenty companies of Chemical Warfare troops arrived

from the Reno Army Alr Base.
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Approximate strength: 4,000 recruits; permanent

party 1,750.

July 2, 1943:

Ma jor General John F. Curry arrived on an inspection
tour. Dinner was held for him at the new Officer's Club.
A stfing orchestra from the band personnel furnished the

music.

July 7, 1943:

The Army Alr Forces Training Command was activated
with Headquarters in Fort Worth, Texas. The Army Alr Forces
Flyinog Training Command and the Army Alr Forces Technical
Training Command were transferred to the Army &ir Forcses

Training Command.

Captain Philip Levoff, who came from Edgewood Arsenal,
became Director of Chemical Warfure Service tralning. Major
Albert O. Roberts was officially designated Director of
Signal training.

A school for technical training of the speclalized
jobs necessary for the accomplishment of the primary mission
of the Signal Companies which had been in operation at the

Reno Army Air Base was moved here intact.

July 9, 1943:

Warner Baxter arrived. With Ma jor Wagner, Mr. Baxter
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visited Campbell Mountaln Range, where he entertained the
men on bivouac there with camp fire songs and tricks.

The electric lighting system at the rifle range was
completed and the lighté turned on for the first time at

approximately <100.

July 12, 1943:

Ma jor Woods, Finance Officer, became a Class A
Accountable Disbursing Officer. Previous to this, Major
Woods had been a Class B Agent Officer to the Finance Office

at Hammer Field.

July 13, 1943:

Brigadier General Clinton W. Howard, Commanding
General, Sacramento Alr Service Commana, visited the Post
and had a conference with Colonel ®ilders regarding the

proposed transfer of the Post to the Alr Service Command.

July 18, 1943:

1st Lt. Grimes, Post Inspector, was transferred to
Salipa, Kapnsas, and Ma jor Charles S. Boehme, Commanding

Officer of the B8lst Training Wing, was made Post Inspector.
The last of the Chemical Companies, the 858th, which

had been on maneuvers at the Desert Training Center for the

past thres months, arrived from Reno, Nevada.
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the Officer's Club.

August 51, 1943

Col. Wilders departed.

September 1, 1943:

The Fresno Basic Training Center No. 8, was trans-
ferred to and became an Alr Service Command installation
under the Sacramento Alr Service Command, McClellan Field,
Califorpia. The name of the Post was changed to Army Alr
Forces Fresno Basic Tralning Center. With this change, the
Post ceased connections with the Trainling Command with which
1t had been connectad since 7 July 1943.

As an added point of ipfopm&tion, one of the best
rifle ranges on the West Coast was scheduled to be completed
within the next two weeks. This range, located at Campbell
Mountain, 25 miles northeast of the Post, when finished will
contain two 50 target 1000 inch ranges and one unit of 100
targets with 100, 200, and 500 yard firing points. A tent
camp to accommodate'1800 or morse troops will be completed
concurrently. Messing facllities, latrines, a temporary
water system, road gravelling, and installation of a sub-post
of the Post Fire Department, and miscellaneous temporary

buildings, were constructed by the Post Engineers. An out-
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side contract was let by the United States Engineers, for
the construction of the actual ranges. The value of the
buildings and facilities had increased from $601,000 on
November 11, 1942 to approxlmately %2,500,000 on September
1, 1945,

The Post leveled off into a new stride and con-
tinued to function uninterrupted in its mission of train-
ing and shipping troops, for which it was originally
activated and bullt.

The foregolng covers the chronological history of
Basic Training Centsr No. 8 from the date of its actlvation
on 1 November 1942 to the date of 1ts transfer to ths Alr

Service Command on 1 September 1945.
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