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INTRODUCTION 

Basic Training Ceater  No. 8 o r i e n t a t e d ,  c l a s s i f i e d ,  

and b a s i c a l l y  t r a ined  r e c e n t  A i r  Corps inductees .  The pro&! 

was designed t o  e s t a b l i s h  a h igh  morale fouadea on the 

ind iv idua l  s o l d i e r ' s  uaderatanding of h i s  d u t i e s .  The methc 

was m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  b a s i c  s u b j e c t s  r i g i d l y  app l i ed  t o  

f u r n i s h  a background of r ead iness  and a b i l i t y  t o  do the job 

under a l l  condi t ions .  This t r a i n i n g  was supplemented by 

cons tan t  in te rv iews  and t e s t i n g  t o  screen  and prepare  the  

bas i c  s o l d i e r s  f o r  t h e i r  next phase of t echn ica l  t r a i n i n g .  

The so lu t ion  of f o u r  major problems measured the 

P o s t ' s  progress concurren t ly  w i t h  the accomplishment of its 

mission : 

1. Basic Training Center No. 8 took over the  old 

Fresno County Fairgrounds,  then being used a s  an a l i e n  

Japanese r e l o c a t i o n  c e n t e r .  I t  was without s u f f i c i e n t  mess 

f a c i l i t i e s  and lacked c e r t a i n  necessary plumbing; many 

bu i ld ings  were i a  poor r e p a i r ;  hea t ing  u n i t s  were unavailabli  

f o r  barracks;  the  communications system was inadequate.  

2. E s s e n t i a l  t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  were provided 

throughout. The Post had t o  a c q u i r e  most of the  necessary 

t r a i n i n g  a i d s  a f t e r  a c t u a l  t r a i n i a g  had begun. C l a s a i f i c a t i c  



m a t e r i e l  underwent c o n s i d e r a b l e  improv i s a t i on  beBore i t  was 

s ecu red  i n  n e c e s s a r y  q u a n t i t y .  The Campbell Mountain R i f l e  

Rnnge was l o c a t e d  and c o n s t r u c t e d .  D r i l l  and maneuver a r e a 3  

were acqu i r ed  and l e v e l e d .  Var ious  s t r u c t u r e s  were re-adapt  

f o r  nece s sa ry  purposes .  

3. A s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l  was o rgan ized  aad e v e a t u a l l y  

provided w i t h  X-Ray, d i a g n o s t i c  and emergency s u r g e r y  f a c i l l  

t i e s ,  aad a wel l -equipped d e n t a l  c l i n i c .  Medical  m a t e r i e l  

was a lmos t  non -ex i s t en t  on t h e  d a t e  of  a c t i v a t i o a .  

4. Means were prov ided  f o r  promotion of needed 

s p i r i t u a l ,  morale,  and e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a i d s .  Proper  c h a p e l s  

were e r e c t e a .  Indoor  aud i to r iu rds  were c o n s t r u c t e d .  Physic2 

t r a i n i n g  and a t h l e t i c  m a t e r i e l  was purchased and i n s t a l l e d .  

A t h l e t i c s  a r e a s  were p rov ided ,  cons  t a a t l y  en l a rged  t o  meet 

i n c r e a s e d  aemanas, ana  c o n t i n u a l l y  r e l o c a t e d  t o  a l l ow  f o r  

t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Pos t  Ekchanges were found 

e d  and organized on a s c a l e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  meet t h e  pe r sona l  

needs  of a l l  t r oops .  

The h i s t o r y  o f  tihe s o l u t i o n  of t h e s e  problems d u r i n g  

t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  t h e  P o s t ' s  miss ion  fo l l ows  i n  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  d e t a i l .  







WEERLY PERSONNEL STRENGTH OF A A F T T C ,  B T C  #8 

November 1942 t h r u  ~ u g u s t  1943 

RECRUITS AND AC 
DATE UNASSIGNXD PERMANENT PARTY 

3 Jan 1943 
10 Jan  1943 
17 Jan 1943 
24 Jan 1943 
31 Jan 1943 

7 Mar 1943 
14 Mar 1943 
21 Mar 1943 
28 Mar 1943 

2 Mag 1943 
9 May 1943 
16 May 1943 
23 May 1943 
30 May 1943 



RECRUITS AND AC , 

DATE UPrASSIGNED ~ ~ N E N T  PARTY 

6 Jun 1943 8050 1775 
13 Jun 1943 6700 1650 
20 Jun 1943 5200 1600 
27 ~ u n  1943 3800 1600 

4 Jul 1943 
11 Jul 1943 
18 Jul 1943 
25 Jul 1943 

1 Aug 1943 
8 aug 1943 
15 ~ u g  1943 
22 Aug 1943 
29 Aug 1943 



October 29, 1942 

1. FUsuailt  G.O. iL28, &adquarters  Fourth  D i s t r i c t ,  AAFTTC, 
Denver, Colorado, October 29, 1342, The knny A i r  Forces 3ss ic  Training 
Center #3, F'resno Ca l i fo rn ia ,  i s  m t i v a t e d .  

2. Udder tire p f . ~ r 3 d i b c $  of wr. 4 ,  h.2 500-20 t h e  under- 
6 i ~ n e d  assumrs conmad e f f e c t i w  i;h,is d a t i .  

c, - 7 , L.I~: l ~ c !  j:it~,:;:: G r y ~ ~ r . : t l ,  ! ? i q s ! t i . ~ ; ~ t o ~ ,  D.C. 
:. - .;g.-~:;.~::ci LK r.t:r . l . l J . ,  ' L , $ - ~ ' " ~ ~  A , L - ,  !rnc~l.l-:iooL Field, 3.C. 
. - ~ ~ ~ ~ i : l . : ~ c l i - ~ ! -  ~ . + I : ~ ~ I - : L ~ ,  :!.i I,. Dis.i,r ic t  i---FYX, D e r , v e ~ ,  Calorado. 

?, . .  - - ..~i:!-,:~!.~-~y:!~: .rA> 1i~,r-;11, !hip', '...~!:?,i!:r L ~ l l . ,  C,.C. 
r .  L1 : - rr:*:r.!~:::-:i~,y 5:;:: . i . : ; .L ,  SPS, . ! - ~ . z l ~ i r ~ r  k.>ri, ~1.b.  













- - - - 

had been t o  g i v e  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g .  T h e i r  a r r i v a l  meant t h e  - 

Post  would a l s o  be a Reception Cen te r  f o r  p r e - f l i g h t  cad- 

e t s .  These c a d e t s  were t o  be accorded p a r a l l e l  t r e a tmen t  

w i t h  r e c r u i t s  a t  t h e  Post .  

March 5, 1943: 

Cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  temporary r i f l e  r ange  on Cobbls  

p r o p e r t y  was begun &nd p r a c t i c a l l y  completed on t h i s  d a t e .  

March 6.  1943: 

A 1 1  c o n s t r u c t i o u  on the r i f l e  range was completed 

excep t  t h e  observn t i o n  tower. 
i 

u: 
Major General John F. Curry ,  Commanding Genera l  of 

t he  4 t h  L i s t r i c t ,  AAFTTC, Denver,  Cs lo rado ,  a r r i v e d  a t  1230 . 

f o r  a two-cay t o u r  of  i n s p e c t i o n .  

March 8, 1943: 

The growing importance of ETC #8 a s  a f a c t o r  of 

t he  Army A i r  Fo rce s  Techn ica l  T r a i n i n g  Command was r e -  

f l e c t e d  by  r e c o g n i t i o n  accorded i t  b y  h i g h  r ank ing  o f f i c e r s .  

Completing a thorough two-day i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  Pos t ,  i n -  

c l ud ing  t he  proposed Campbell Mountain R i f l e  Range, Ma j . 



June 4, 1943: 

P r e l i m i n a r y  work on a r l f l e  r ange  a t  Campbell 

Mountain, 25 m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  of F resno ,  s t a r t e d  today.  

June 6, 1943: 

A 55 f o o t  by 7 f o o t  mural ,  d e p i c t l n g  t h e  m e n  who 

"Keep 'Em F l y i n g n ,  i n  s choo l  and on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  was 

corzlple t ed  today.  Located i n  t h e  c l t i s s i f i c a t i o n  b u i l d i n g ,  

t h i s  mural  was p a i n t e d  by  Pfc:. Ar thur  F a  Ames. 

June 11, 1943:  

Genera l  John Fa Curry and s t a f f  a r r i v e d  a t  1600. 

A g a r r i s o n  parade  w a s  he ld .  

June  12 ,  1943: 

Genera l  Cur ry  l e f t  a t  1430 a f t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  t he  

Campbell Mountain R i f l e  Eiange. 

June 15,  1943: 

Col. Brown, Area Execut ive  O f f i c e r  under  B r i g a d i e r  

Genera l  C l i n t o n  W. Howard, Sacramento A i r  S e r v i c e  Command, 

a r r i v e d  on a p r e l i m i n a r y  i n s p e c t i o n  of t he  Pos t  i a  view of 

t h e  contemplated t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  A i r  S e r v i c e  Command. 



June 17, 1943: 

A l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r ,  Lt .  Marvin J. Nyby, a r r i v e d  a t  

t h e  Fresno Basic  Tra in ing  Center  #8 from t h e  Reno Army A i r  

Base t o  l a y  the  groundwork f o r  an advance movement of S i g n a l  

u n i t s  t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  from Reno, Nevada t o  Fresno.  

June 18, 1943: 

L t .  Leonard Brickey and seven e n l i s t e a  men a r r i v e d  

t o  complete arrangements f o r  the  t r a n s f e r  of Chemical War- 

f a r e  Se rv i ce  Groups from the  Reno Army A i r  Base. 

J u n e  20, 1943: 

The 56-day b a s i c  trs:Lning program f o r  t r a i n e e s  

became e f f e c t i v e  , 

June 21, 1943: 

Two o f f i c e r s ,  Captain Hue S. Link a n a  znd Lt .  

N i l l i a m  J. Curry, were s e n t  t o  S e a t t l e  Schools  Area t o  

prepare and inaugura t e  a b a s l c  t r a i n i n g  program a t  t h a t  

s t a t i o n .  

June 22, 1943: 

A cont ingent  of S i g n a l  men and s u p p l i e s  from the  , 

Reno Army A i r  Base a r r i v e d  b y  motor convoy. 



During t h e  r e t r e a t  parade ,  Col .  w i l d e r ~  awarded 

an e x c e l l e n c e  banner  t o  t h e  805 th  T r a i n i n g  Group f o r  i t s  

o u t s t a n d i n g  ach ievements .  

June 26, 1943: 

Because of i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  f i r l n g  t r z i n i n g ,  

a r rangements  f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r e l i m i n a r y  marksmanship 

c o u r s e  a t  t h e  range  were made. 

June  28, 1543; 

A l a r g e  nunker 3f o f f i c e r s  a n a  e n l i s t e a  pe r sonne l  

of t h e  s i g n a l  u n i t s ,  whose equipment and s u p p l i e s  had been 

sh ipped  h e r e  on June 22, 194a, a r r i v e a  b y  t r o o p  t r a i n .  

June 29, 1943: 

Troops began f i r i n g  on t h e  newly completed 1 O G O  

i n c h  rl .f  le r anke  a t  Campbell Mountain. C o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

o t h e r  rtinges and s e v e r a l  more b u i l d i n g s  a t  Campbell M t .  

c o n t i n u e d  . 

J u l y  1, 1943: 

Twenty companies o f  Chemical N a r f a r e  t r o o p s  a r r l v e d  

from t h e  Reno Army A i r  Base .  



Approximate s t r e n g t h :  

p a r t y  1,750. 

J u l y  2, 1943: 

Xa j a r  General  John F. 

4,000 r e c r u i t s ;  permanent 

Curry a r r i v e d  on an in spec t ion  

tour .  Dinner was held f o r  him a t  the new O f f i c e r ' s  Club. 

A s t r i n g  o r c h e s t r a  from the  band personne l  fu rn i shed  the  

music . 

The Army A i r  Porces 'Training Command was a c t i v a t e d  

wi th  Heaaquar tars  i n  P o r t  Worth, Texas. The Army A i r  Forces 

F ly ing  Tra in ing  Command and the  Army A i r  Forces  Technical  

Tra in ing  Command were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t he  Army A i r  Porces 

T ra in ing  Command. 

Captain P h i l i p  Levoff:, who came from Edgewood Arsenal,  

became D i r e c t o r  of Chemical Warfare Se rv i ce  t r a i n i n g .  M i  j o r  

A lbe r t  0 .  Roberts  was o f f i c i a l l y  ae s igna t ed  D i r e c t o r  of 

S igna l  t r a i n i n g .  

A school  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  of t he  s p e c i a l i z e d  

jobs neces sa ry  f o r  t h e  accomplishment of  t h e  primary miss ion 

of t h e  S igna l  Companies which had been i n  ope ra t ion  a t  t h e  

Reno Army A i r  Base was moved here  i n t a c t ,  

J u l y  9, 1943: 

Warner Baxter  a r r i v e d .  With Major Wagner, kr. Baxter  



v i s i t e d  Campbell Mountain Range, where he en te r t a ined  the 

men on bivouac there  wi th  camp f i r e  songs and t r i c k s .  

The e l e c t r i c  l i g h t i n g  system a t  the r i f l e  range wus 

completed and the l i g h t s  turned OD f o r  the f i r s t  time a t  

approximately 2100. 

Ju ly  12, 1943: 

Major Vioods, Finance Officer ,  becams a Class A 

Accountable Gisbursing Off icer .  P r ev iws  t o  t h i s ,  Major 

Woods had been a Class B Agent Officer  t o  the Finance Office 

a t  kiammer Fie ld .  

Ju ly  13, 1943: 

Brigadie-r General Cli.nton W. Howard, Commanding 

,General, Sacramento A i r  Servi.ce Commana, v i s i t e d  the Post 

and had a conference with Colonel M l d e r s  regarding the 

proposed t r an s f e r  of the P o s t  t o  the A i r  Service Command. 

Ju ly  18, 1943: 

1st Lt ,  G r i m e s ,  Post Inspect,2r, was t r ans fe r red  t o  

S a l i ~ a ,  Kansas, and Major Charles S. Boehme, Commanding 

Officer  of the 81at Training Wing, was made Post Inspector .  

The l a s t  o f  the Chemical Companies, the 858th, which 

had been on maneuvers a t  the  Desert Training Centsr f o r  the 

pas t  three  months, a r r i ved  from Reno, Sevada. 







the O f f i c e r ' s  Club. 

August 31, 1943: 

Col. Wi lde r s  d e p a r t e d .  

September 1, 1943:  - - 
The P r e s n o  B a s i c  T r a i n i n g  C e n t e r  No. 8, was t r a n a -  

P e r r e d  t o  and became an A i r  ;Service Command i n s t a l l a t i o n  

under  t h e  Sacramento A i r  Se rv ice ,Comand ,  McClel lan F i e l d ,  

C a l i f o r o i a .  The name o f  the  P o s t  was changed t o  Army A i r  

Forces  F resno  a a s i c  T r a i a i n g  C e n t e r .  Viith t h i s  cnanke ,  t h e  

Pos t  c e a s e a  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  T r a i n i n g  Commana w i t h  which 

i t  had been connectad  s i n c e  7 J u l y  1943. 

A s  a n  added p o i n t  of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  one o f  t h e  b e s t  

r i f l e  r a n g e s  on t h e  'Rest Coas t  was schedu led  t o  be completed 

w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  t ~ o  weeks. This  r a n d e ,  l o c a t e d  a t  Campbell 

Mountain,  25 m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  of  t h e  P o s t ,  when f i n i s h e d  w i l l  

c o n t a i n  two 50 t a r g e t  1000 i n c h  ranges  and one u n i t  o f  100 

t a r g e t s  w i t h  100, 200, and 500 yard f i r i n g  p o i n t s .  A t e n t  

camp t o  accommodate 1800 o r  more t r o o p s  w i l l  b e  completed 

c o n c u r r e n t l y .  Messing facilities, l a  t r i n e s ,  a t empora ry  

w a t e r  system, road  g r a v e l i n g ,  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a sub-pos t  

of the P o s t  F i r e  Departmeat ,  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s  t empora ry  

buildings, were c o n s t r u c t e d  by the Pos t  Engineers. A n  o u t -  



s i d e  c o n t r a c t  was l e t  b y  t h e  United S t a t e s  E n g i n e e r s ,  f o r  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  a c t u a l  r anges .  The v a l u e  of t h e  

b u i l d i n g s  and f a c i l i t i e s  had i n c r e a s e d  f rom $601,000 on 

November 11, 1942 t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  @,500,000 on September 

1, 1945. 

The P o s t  l e v e l e d  o f f  i n t o  a new s t r i d e  and con- 

t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  i n  i t s  m i s s i o n  o f  t r a i n -  

i n g  and s h i p p i n g  t r o o p s ,  f o r  which i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  

a c t i v a t e d  and b u i l t .  

'The f o r e g o i n g  c o v e r s  t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  h i s t o r y  of  

B a s i c  T r a i n i n g  C e n t e r  No. 9 from t h e  d a t e  of  i t s  a c t i v a t i o n  

on 1 November 1942 t o  the d a t e  of i t s  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  A i r  

S e r v i c e  Command on 1 Septernbar 1943. 



I : . :.. . E--I.l , : . ' ::. " ' f.::-':-:.?:"L?~-~~-<3"-'~b*:l~~~~~ff?; I -:-:<:: . -. '% ..-.." -. . . . , .-.*.+.. * . . . . . : ... . . . 
~~. - .  . . -  . . . . . . . .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . , .  - .-- . - . - .. .. : .- - . ..-::,:&~<? 2 - --. ; . . - . - . . - . . . . . . - .  . . 

Y- - ' . . . . .  . . ,  . . .  . ~ . - . . .... . : ,. . ---. - . . . - 2 '  7 . .: . . .  * .- :.. : . . .  ., . . i . -'.'.+-,. . ..;.=.- . ~ '  ~ .~ . .. .?- , .% ' . . 
..  . ..-.-,. . - .. >. 

i.. ..: . ... - - .., . . 
~ .. . . . . 

. ~ .  . . ~ .  . . ~ 

. . . -. . . - . 
- -. 

-- - - - -- 

T r a i n e e s  F i r i n g  oil thc 1000" :'?.n,;e. 
















